


The May Revise proposal fails to reflect that the majority of the state’s children were in
crises before the pandemic, in part because California failed to prioritize children above
other interests. Since then, kids have been significantly affected by the pandemic — from a
dramatic loss of learning time to a sharp increase in the need for mental health

support. The May Revise proposed reductions to child care and elimination of a crises
hotline for foster youth experiencing trauma are particularly inexplicable given the need for
such emergency supports at this time. As California leaders make decisions in the
upcoming and extremely difficult state budget process, they must ensure that programs
serving kids, including early childhood, K-12, children’s physical and mental health and
foster care, are the least impacted by budget cuts, and not repeat the history of the last
recession when many of these services were cut the most.

See Children Now’s summary of May Revise below:
https://www.childrennow.org/blog/20-21-may-revise-breakdown/



https://www.childrennow.org/blog/20-21-may-revise-breakdown/

Californiais home to 9,159,878 children.

KIDS AGES 0-TO-17

9,159,878

TRANSITION AGE YOUTH
(AGES 18-T0O-25)

4,744,453
KIDS ENROLLED IN MEDI-CAL
5,353,060

ENGLISH LEARNERS IN
K-12 SCHOOLS

RACE/ETHNICITY BREAKDOWN

49% 30% 11% 6%
Latino White Asian Black
| <1% <1%
Multiracial American Indian Native Hawaiian or
or Alaska Native Pacific Islander

FROM IMMIGRANT FAMILIES KIDS WHO ARE LOW-INCOME
4,195,000 :
KIDS IN FOSTER CARE KIDS WHO IDENTIFY AS LGBTQ
(AGES 13-T0-17)
61,501 0
11%
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2020
California Children’ss

Report Card

A survey of kids’ well-being
and roadmap for the future.

Available for download:
/portfolio-



https://www.childrennow.org/portfolio-posts/20-report-card/
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Health Insurance
Grade A

Cal |f0 n | a h as Percentage of children in California

under age 18 who were uninsured

made effect|ve Lau_nch pf Covered
Medi-Cal enrollment forms Children transitioned California (Affordable
simplified; Healthy Families from Healthy Families to Care Act) marketplace

StrldeS tOW&I’dS (CHIP) program established Medi-Cal Undocumented children

Renewed federal in full-scope Medi-Cal

II’]SUFI ng a” kIdS 20% Lompeseienie ocal commitment to CHIP

efforts to insure all kids

Great Recession Federal threats of
drives increased immigration
14.8% Medi-Cal enrollment enforcement against
Medicaid enrollees
10.7% 10.7%
Undocumented
7.4% 19-to-25-year-
5.4% 3.1% olds become
(298,699 eligible for
kids) Medi-Cal
HEN
1998 2000 2007 2009 2013 2014 2016 2018 2019
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Health Care Accountability

Grade D
The Early & Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, . .
& Treatment (EPSDT) benefit: Children have a unique legal
R % guarantee to medically
ay
Applies to every child _ necessary services.
in Medi-Cal Guarantees any Medicaid
services necessary to
0 D ‘correct or ameliorate” a
i diagnosed physical or This standard is broader for children
L mental condition h | . . .
Covers medical, dental, t an adults. S_erwces to mam_tam or
vision, and hearing ~ improve a child’s health, not just to
SCIEEns correct a problem, must be covered.
[ Requires state
s monitoring of health
' plan compliance to
Requires timely access to ensure children are
language-appropriate care, getting care

including transportation to and
from appointments if needed
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Health Care Access
Grade C-

Current asthmatic children by race who had emergency
room/urgent care visits for asthma in the past 12 months

Latino 19%

American Indian /

Alaska Native AN

Asian 15%

Other or two or
more races

11%

All 17%
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More kids visit the ER for
asthma if they lack access
to quality preventive care
and healthy environmental
factors.

Environmental triggers for asthma can
include mold, allergens, pollution, and
tobacco smoke. Due to environmental
racism, children of color are more likely
to live near such triggers.

@ Children
Now




Preventive Screenings

Grade D

Developmental
screenings at the 9-,

18-, and 30-month
well-child visits

N
T

Autism Spectrum
Disorder screening at the
24-month well-child visit

- =

Maternal depression
screening during the first
6 months of a child's life
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e

Vision screenings
regularly throughout
childhood and
adolescence

A —
RN
e

Hearing screenings for
newborns and then
periodically throughout
childhood

Dental screenings for
children up to age 21

Psychosocial/
behavioral
assessments at
every visit

S

Trauma screenings

Blood lead screening
for young children

Young kids need several
types of preventive
screenings.

The American Academy

of Pediatrics has identified
guidelines for preventive care that
include regular well-child visits and a
range of screenings.
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Preventive Screenings
Grade D

California’s rank on well-child Californiais among the
Scre‘ening rates by age group Worst Of a” States In

1 year 50th ensuring well-child
screenings for Medicaid
participants.

1-to-2 years 48th
3-to-5 years 19th

For all but one age group, California is in

6-to-9 years 35th the lower half of all states for percentage
of completed well-child screenings. For
10-to-14 years 34th the youngest children, California ranks

among the bottom handful of states.

15-to-18 years 37th
19-t0-20 years 40th
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Behavioral Health Care
Grade D

Top child hospitalizations by primary diagnosis

e disorders 14%
ti\rsot: (?;iat ii 8%
e sy 4%
neacaches 4%
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Mental illness is the #1
reason California kids are
hospitalized.

In 2017 there were 227,432 hospital
discharges among California children
ages birth-to-17; one in seven were
for a primary diagnosis of mental
disease or disorder.
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Behavioral Health Care
Grade D

Percent of students in 9th and 11th grade
reporting chronic sadness or suicide ideation
by sexual orientation

Straight

Gay/Lesbian

I
Bisexual [N

Chronic sadness Suicide ideation

There are high levels of
chronic sadness and
suicide ideation reported
among all students;
students who are lesbian,
gay and bisexual report
even higher levels.
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Oral Health Care
Grade C-

Percent of children in Medi-Cal, ages birth-
to-5, who received preventive dental services

Ages 0-to-2 1N
Ages 3-to-5

Medi-Cal is not providing
adequate access for young
kids to obtain preventive
dental services.

Children should begin getting preventive

Alaskan Native or I
American Indian 41% dental services by age one, and law
rsion N 9% | requires dental health assessments and
° referrals in Medi-Cal. However, dental
Black N 14% Joe services are low overall, and vary
significantly by race. Sustained outreach
Latino I 27 57% and education efforts to Latino and Asian
Native Hawaiian or [ 14% families seem to be improving kids’
Pacific Islander 41% utilization; these efforts, including using
other 1 4% e care coordinators, should be expanded and
’ replicated with other racial groups.
White I 3%

38%
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Oral Health Care
Grade C-

Percent of children in Medi-Cal, ages birth-
to-5, who received preventive dental services

Ages 0-to-2 1N
Ages 3-to-5
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Children should begin getting preventive

Alaskan Native or I
American Indian 41% dental services by age one, and law
rsion N 9% | requires dental health assessments and
° referrals in Medi-Cal. However, dental
Black N 14% Joe services are low overall, and vary
significantly by race. Sustained outreach
Latino I 27 57% and education efforts to Latino and Asian
Native Hawaiian or [ 14% families seem to be improving kids’
Pacific Islander 41% utilization; these efforts, including using
other 1 4% e care coordinators, should be expanded and
’ replicated with other racial groups.
White I 3%

38%
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Education

Race d isparities Percent of California 5th Grade Math  3rd Grade English Language Arts
. . students at grade level Low-income N Low-income [N
N academ|c Non low-income Non low-income

. 100%
achievement

80%

Fewer than one-half of 60%
students meet standards in
English Language Arts and w
Mathematics, and significant 20%
disparities in outcomes by I I
0%
QO

race and income

.\\QJ . 'b ,(\ -QO \\(b Q:\ \ 0 Q, @
demonstrate the structural @\@ Q\"; N & Q\\\Q\ \/,é&\ {b%}@ &8 ,\AA@Q@ \}E)@q
barriers that exist for too RO o RN
many students. SRS S &
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Infant & Toddler Care
Grade D+

$16,542

$9,870
Center-based Public four-year
infant care university
tuition

Page 25

The cost of child care
consumes a huge portion
of family income.

The average annual cost of child care

for an infant in a licensed center is more
than college tuition.
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Infant & Toddler Care
Grade D+

California's early care and education programs
serve few income-eligible birth-to-3-year-olds

505,000

eligible

14%

enrolled

Page 25

Low-income families with
young kids need much
better access to quality child
care programs in California.

Of California’s infants and toddlers, 62%
are born into low-income households
and are therefore eligible for subsidized
child care.
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Preschool & Transitional Kindergarten

Grade B

Page 27

Percent of income-eligible 3-year-olds enrolled
in early care and education programs

216,000

eligible

38%

enrolled

Percent of income-eligible 4-year-olds enrolled
in early care and education programs

242,000

eligible

69%

enrolled

Too few 3- and 4-year-olds
have access to preschool.

High-quality early learning programs can
narrow the achievement gap and
produce more equity in academic
opportunities.
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Early Care & Education Workforce
Grade C-

Average of annual earnings in California

$81,549

$34,280
$26,050
All public Preschool Child care
employees educators providers
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Early child care providers
are supporting kids during
the period of their lives with
the most rapid brain
development, yet they are
poorly compensated.
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Early Intervention & Special Education

Grade D

Gap between children estimated to need early
intervention services and those served

247,551
kids estimated
to need services

Systems
not
connected
36,895
kids being
served

0-to-2 year olds
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253,650
kids estimated
to need services

76,641
kids being
served

3-to-5 year olds

California is failing to
provide services to young
children who need early
intervention.

The two systems — for infants/toddlers,
and preschool-age kids — are
disconnected and do not work together
to serve kids.
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Education for Dual Language & English Learners
Grade C-

6th grade English proficiency outcomes, 2018-19

Classified as English Learner
(not proficient) 0-to-5 years

Entered kindergarten as an English Learner &
still not proficient in 6th grade

- Entered kindergarten as an English Learner &
reclassified as English proficient by 6th grade

8%
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Nearly half of English
Learners are not receiving
the support they need to
become proficient in English.

English Learners need opportunities to
integrate language development,
literacy, and content learning, as well as
comprehension and participation
through native language instruction and
scaffolding.
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Education Funding
Grade D+

$10,499 — $30,219

Range of costs per child per year in the current
system; costs vary by age of child, program,
setting, and region.

More than $20 billion

Cost for a comprehensive, high-quality early care
system that adequately compensates teachers
and serves all eligible children birth-to-5.
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California is vastly
underfunding its early
learning system.

Approximately 645,000 children birth-to-
5 are eligible for California’s early care
programs, but unserved.
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Education Funding
Grade D+

California ranks 39th in per-
pupil expenditure adjusted for
regional cost differences

.’v I\‘\
- . ™

Page 35

§7,000 -
- $14,000 _ _ _
- $17,500 California TK-12 per-pupil
-$21,000

$10,501
$14,001
$17,507

$10,500

expenditures are among
the lowest in the nation.

A

If California was at the national average
of total taxable resources spent on K-12
education, it would support an additional
$11 billion investment.
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STEM Education
Grade C-

Percent of 8th graders who are proficient in:

Science Math
63%
46% 44% 29% 47%
0,
24% All
All students
students
o 15%
13% 109, 10%
QL v ] = 1b] e (@] =
o= = A= © = = A= ©
—_ - e == +— w
= o - £ = m = <
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California schools are not
preparing students to meet
expectations in math and
science, and racial
disparities are significant.

Due to major systemic inequities, Black

and Latino students perform well below

their White and Asian peers in math and
science on the National Assessment of

Educational Progress.
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Teacher Pipeline & Retention

Grade D+

Teachers hired on substandard credentials or vacant positions
left open by school characteristics

67%

43%

High Low
proportion  proportion
of students receiving
Free- and Reduced-
Priced Lunch
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65%

48%

High Low
proportion proportion
of students of color

Schools with more students
In poverty and students of
color have more vacant
teaching positions and
teachers with substandard
credentials.

This problem is widespread, but is
amplified in higher-need schools.
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School Climate: Caring Professionals at School

Grade F

Percent of 9th graders who report a caring
relationship with an adult at school

Not English proficient

Exclusively English-speaking

Free- or reduced-price meal
eligible

Not free- or reduced-price
meal eligible

Living in a foster home

Homeless

Living at home with 1+
parent / guardian

Black
Asian
Latino

White

LGBTQ

Straight

Page 41

51%

59%

54%

60%

44%

46%

57%

59%

59%

53%

63%

50%

58%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

100%

Only 57% of California’s 9th
graders report a caring
relationship with at least
one adult at school.

Students who face systemic barriers are
even less likely to say it's very much or
pretty true that “at my school, there is a
teacher or some other adult who really
cares about me, who notices when I'm
not there, and who listens to me when |
have something to say.”
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School Climate: Caring Professionals at School

Grade F

Total staff

Teacher

Principals &
assistant principals

Guidance
counselor

Student support
staff

Page 41

California
rank

46th
50th

45th
48th

47th

National
average ratio

8:1
16:1
276:1

455:1

148:1

California
ratio

11:1
23:1
355:1

663:1

315:1

The ratio of teachers and
other professionals to
students is a prominent
factor in education quality.

California ranks near the bottom among
the 50 states in staff-to-student ratios.
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School Climate: Caring Professionals at School
Grade F

Less than 1% of total school districts in
California average one nurse per school.

1,026 625 School nurses continue to be

school districts districts don't have at in Start”ngly short Supply-
in California least one full-time
equivalent nurse

The school nurse serves a critical role
bridging health and education.

Only 10

districts average one
nurse per school
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School Climate: Discipline & Attendance
Grade B

Willful defiance suspension 2012 suspension rate [
rates by race 2018 suspension rate

8% Student suspensions in
7% California are declining.

6%
5%
4%

3%

The decline is due in part to a state law

banning suspensions for willful defiance
” (a subjective category of overly broad
© I and minor offenses that are vulnerable

1%

0% .

to disproportionate racial impact) for
kindergarteners through third-graders.

Black

Filipino -

White
Two or

Latino
more races

Asian
Pacific Islander

American Indian
or Alaska Native
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Voluntary Evidence-Based Home Visiting
Grade C-

Children with one or more risk factors
who could benefit from home visiting

0 Current home visiting program
2 A) capacity will only reach 20,945
Q families (less than 2% of all babies)

62%
882,613 California
families with very young

children could benefit
from home visiting

1,423,569 California children
under age 3

Page 51

Despite research proving the
benefits of voluntary home
visiting programs, home
visiting is not reaching
enough California families.

As many as two-thirds of California
families with babies and toddlers could
benefit from home visiting, yet current
programs reach fewer than 2%.
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Paid Family Leave

Grade B-
Paid family leave Current duration . . .
duration (weeks) 2020 (expected) [ Californiais a leader among
2021 (expected) - . . .
State-specific policies Nationwide policies States | n th e U 'S' p rOVI d I n g

i PFL but lags far behind many

52

48 other countries worldwide.

44
40

23 State leaders have committed to

<8 increases in PFL duration over the next

24
few years.
1 6
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Stable Homes & Enduring Relationships
Grade C Many children and youth in

foster care experience
frequent placement changes,
adding to their trauma.

Children who are in

_ available to help children and caregivers
¥ riare placer - build strong relationships. There is also a
shortage of trauma-informed caregivers,
which can lead to poor placement
matching, frequent moves, and
overcrowded homes.
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foster care for 24 1 5%
months or longer experience 5 or Factors that affect placement stability
: o RS placements include how prepared families are to care
N\ for children who have experienced abuse
\. 44(%) or neglect, and whether supports are




Health Care for Kids in Foster Care

Grade C-

Children in foster care are

3-6 times

more likely to have a mental
health need than children in
the general population

0
46-60%

of children who enter foster
care under age six have a

developmental disability at the
time they enter foster care

Page 61

33%
of children who enter

foster care have a chronic
health condition

20%

of children who enter
foster care enter with
significant dental issues

Children in foster care have
complex health needs
because they have
experienced trauma.

Children in foster care have experienced
abuse, neglect, and other adverse
childhood experiences that can negatively
impact their health. In fact, half of all kids
in foster care have endured four or more
adverse childhood experiences.
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Education Support for Students in Foster Care
Grade D+

As aresult of inequities in

High school graduation rates of ' 83% the ed UcatiOn System tOO
youth by demographic groups !

i statewide .
. | average few youth in foster care
foster care : finish high school on time.
Migrant students

82%

Low graduation rates among youth in

Students with 1o : , .
Aealsires 80% foster care point to inadequate preparation

| for college and careers. Although 93% of
Students who

are homeless 69% youth in care want to go to college, only
4% obtain a bachelor’s degree by age 26.
English Learners 68%
Socioeconomically :

66%,

@ Children
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Supports for Unaccompanied Homeless Youth
Grade D+

Common pathways to youth homelessness:

by b &

S» -

Abuse and neglect Substance abuse [lIness or death
of a parent
/
/\
I
- |
Parental Histories of family Experience with
incarceration homelessness foster care or the

youth justice systems
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One-third of all
the nation’s
unaccompanied

homeless youth
are in California.




Supports for Unaccompanied Homeless Youth
Grade D+

of California’s youth who are LGBTQ youth are especially

homeless identify as LGBTQ at risk of homelessness.

higher risk for LGBTQ youth to Most LGBTQ youth experiencing

be homeless than peers, often homelessness report that they were

due to family rejection?®® forced out of their homes or ran away
because their families rejected their

of LGBTQ youth who are sexual orientation or gender identity.

homeless reported being
physically harmed by others®%®
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Decriminalization of Youth
Grade D+

Number of children per 100,000 that enter
the California juvenile justice system

White 76

Black

Latino 180
;’\rweritfafl 196

Indian

Asian 26
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711

Youth of color are
overrepresented in the
juvenile justice system.

Implicit and explicit racial biases persist
at all levels of the juvenile justice
system, resulting in disproportionate
treatment for youth of color, who are
treated more harshly — from arrest
through incarceration — for the same
crimes committed by White youth.




Opportunities for Youth Voice & Civic Engagement

Grade C- Youth voter participation rates
18-to-24-year-old voter are low nationwide; California
State participation rate IS in the bottom third of states
SR that reported youth voter
turnout from the high-profile
New York

November 2016 election.

California 38%

A recent survey shows that California youth

Alabama are much more likely to vote after direct
contact by a candidate or voter-rights

Colorado organization. Yet, youth of color are less
likely to be contacted, with the highest rates

Maine of contact at 61% for youth who are White

and lowest at 44% for youth who are Black.
Virginia

Page 73



Connected Cradle-to-Career Systems

Grade D
California has no
System exists longitudinal education
System in progress
No system as of data SyStem c
2019

California lacks many of the informational
systems that parents/caregivers need to
better understand how their kids are doing

and plan for what's next. For example,
California is one of only eight states that
lack a statewide data system to track
students’ pathways from TK—12 schools to
college and into the workplace.

’ - A ~
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Learn more and get involved:

The California Children’s Report Card
https://www.childrennow.org/portfolio-posts/20-report-card/

County Scorecard of Children’s Well-Being
https://www.childrennow.org/portfolio-posts/2018scorecard/

The 2020 Pro-Kid Agenda
https://www.childrennow.org/portfolio-posts/2020-pro-kid-agenda/

Join The Children’s Movement™
www.childrennow.org/thechildrensmovement/



https://www.childrennow.org/portfolio-posts/20-report-card/
https://www.childrennow.org/portfolio-posts/2018scorecard/
https://www.childrennow.org/portfolio-posts/2020-pro-kid-agenda/
http://www.childrennow.org/thechildrensmovement/
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	California has made effective strides towards insuring all kids.
	Children have a unique legal guarantee to medically necessary services.
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