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The 2015-16 Pro-Kid Policy Agenda for California

A Guide to Pro-Kid Policymaking

The 2015-16 Pro-Kid Policy Agenda for California is the only comprehensive roadmap at the state level for policymakers,
stakeholders, and others who want all children — especially children of color and children from low-income families —to

have the opportunity to reach their full potential.

A plethora of research shows that investments in quality programs for kids more than pay for themselves in terms of
increased earnings and revenues and a stronger overall economy, and decreases healthcare, corrections, and other public
costs later on. Given the far-reaching impact of ensuring that all kids have the supports they need, the Pro-Kid Agenda is
a critical component of the other major agendas facing the state, including the anti-poverty, pro-economic growth, social
justice, governmental efficiency, equity, pro-safety, and pro-family support agendas.

Yet unlike many of these other agendas, the Pro-Kid Agenda is one that can be readily embraced by policymakers across the
political spectrum, a range of diverse stakeholders and the general public. Prioritizing kids should be a unifying goal. Who,
for example, thinks it makes sense that, while California is a relatively high tax state (ranking 11th in per capita state and
local tax revenues), it ranks in the bottom half of states in per-capita expenditures on education and children’s health? The
Agenda can unite Democrats and Republicans, business and labor, liberals and conservatives, urban and rural and people of

all ethnicities, incomes and ages.

The Agenda was compiled by Children Now, the only umbrella research, policy development and advocacy organization
dedicated to promoting children’s health, education and welfare in California. Children Now created and coordinates The
Childrer’s Movement of California — the member-based constituency supporting kids that now includes more than 1,100
business, education, parent, labor, civil rights, and faith- and community-organizations. Children Now also leads, co-leads
or participates in scores of coalitions around the state covering the full range of children’s issues. The Agenda reflects the top
priorities of each of those coalitions and their members.

More information on each of the Pro-Kid Agenda items is available at www.childrennow.org. For a detailed version of the
Pro-Kid Agenda, go to www.childrennow.c sro/prokidagenda. If you have any questions or comments regarding the Agenda,

please email agenda@childrennow.org,
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At-A-Glance: The 2015-16 Pro-Kid Policy Agenda for California
Education: Early Learning

1  Expand high-quality child care opportunities for infants and toddlers.

2 Protect recent investments and commitments to increase access to high-quality preschool.

3 Ensure the quality of California’s early learning system, including scaling local Quality Rating and Improvement
Systems (QRIS).

4  Promote coordination between early learning and TK-12 systems, as well as across other agencies serving young
children and families.

Education: TK-12

5 Promote the use of a universal kindergarten readiness observation and assessment tool to highlight understanding of

how prepared our young children are at school entry.

6 Implement and increase investments in California’s new school finance system, the Local Control Funding Formula, to

blend the benefits of flexibility, equity, and transparency.

7 Fully integrate Common Core and Next Generation Science content standards with an aligned assessment system that

also places a greater emphasis on Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.
8 Adopt a robust system of outcomes-based accountability to support student success.
9 Recruit, train, support, improve, and retain effective teachers for every child.

10 Foster innovation in approaches to the traditional school day and expanded learning time (i.e., afterschool and summer

programs} to extend proven programs, such as Linked Learning.

11 Leverage technology more fully and appropriately to advance academic achievement by revamping the education
infrastructure, taking successful blended and personalized learning models to scale, providing access to resources and

supporting professional development.

12 Address school climate and student engagement priorities, monitor chronic absence and eliminate inequitable

suspension and expulsion policies.

Health
13 Ensure universal access to developmental and behavioral screenings and improve access to early intervention services.
14 Expand and strengthen voluntary early childhood home visiting programs.

15 Provide every child with affordable and comprehensive health insurance coverage.
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16 Ensure children’s timely access to the complete range of critical health care services, including preventive screenings,

immunizations, dental, mental, vision and hearing care.
17 Establish a tech-savvy “health home” for every child, and increase the availability of school-based health services.

18 TInstitute a comprehensive approach'to combating childhood obesity, focusing on healthy food and beverage choices,

increased physical activity and nutrition education.

19 Prevent and mitigate the Jong-term effects of toxic stress by building on child, caregiver, and community strengths and

promoting trauma-informed systems.

Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice

20 Ensure the state maintains oversight and state and county governments are held accountable for improving child

welfare and juvenile justice outcomes.
21 Strengthen and expand child abuse and neglect prevention, early intervention, and at-home services.
22 Prioritize placement stability and lifelong, supportive connections for foster youth.
23 Ensure foster youth aging out of the system have access to education, health care, housing, and other services.

24 Ensure foster youth receive services and supports to meet their unique educational needs in order to close the foster

youth achievement gap.

25 Discourage inappropriate delinquency proceedings and encourage age-appropriate justice system responses.

Cross-Sector Coordination
26 Institute a Children’s Coordinating Council.
27 Develop eligibility and enrollment standards and outcome measures to be used across agencies.

28 FEstablish a comprehensive, longitudinal, interagency data system.

CHILDREN NOW




%69 %8L %OV

VN %9 VN

YN %69 VN

uesLBUY

13430 uelsy S

MON NIHUATTHO

%SL

%699

VN

SHUM

3TVY AL

%v e

%l

%9

ouneT

%65 L 2
fLG '
%LS —— |
%CS
%lL 4 - *— '
T
LB ST WET
2LoT abueyd jdier4
WL d3A0 VIVA SFHLNNCD SSOUDY Yivd

‘Ayieacd Ul BAI] UBIP|IYD Jo oL e |

‘sasuadxa BUlAl| 21seq PAogje Ued saijille] Jo or e g

AIUNOD SIYF 404 BWIOdUL Ajitue) 9BeIBAR 843 S| mmwnMO—.ﬁ

1BU3I0 .w&m URISY *NM.

‘UBDIBLIY/-URDLY 07 DIUM p e ‘OURET Of f & S| AL

*A3Unod BIR|D BIURS UL aall IR 96 Z 2

SLOVH X21N0 ALNNOD

Auey
¥lOZ

[9AB] apeJB Je peal oym siapeib pig g

~ |[ooyossud
puajle oym spjo-Jesh-f pue - 'Z

Aep KleAs 01
peaJ el oym ‘G-Q s9be ‘Usip|iys BunoA  °L

NOILVYONd3 @

BUuisg-[[9M DILIOUOT B BIBJZM PIIUD

XXX

uoieanp3

DONLLYY NOSIMYAWOD ALNNOD

Ayuno) ere[) ejueg



VN

VN

%08

%48

12410

%8

%69

%001

%0L

VN

VN

VN

%9

VN

VN

KL L

%88

ue|sy

%Z6

%178

%¥6

%61

VN

VN

VN

%08

VN

VN

%t L

%8

uedLRWY
uedLly

%Ll

%lS

%00l

%69

VN

VIN

VN

%6%

VN

VN

%98

%16

NYM

%C6

%0L

%L8

%l

VN

VN

VN

%SL

VN

VN

%9L

HLL

oupeT

%89

%V

%S 6

%99

VN

VN

VN

%0

%56

%96

%6/,

%58

cloz

%08

%89

%C6

%09

%oV

%L6

%l

%LS

abueyn

%56

j4ler4

21

c

suey
#log

g€

LZ

VN

6l

8¢

aied
ylleay 4O 924Nn0S [ensn & Yiim usip|iyD

JesA aunus sy
10J @ueinsul yijesy sagy oym uaupliyd

[e}IdSOY B3 Ul 8|Iym pajisesiq
K|DAISN|OX3 B4R OYM SUIOGMEN

2Jed |ejeusid Alies @AISD9d OYM USWIOAA

4

i A

HL1V3H @

2w} uo eyenpelb oym sispelb yig|

$39SJN02 Yjew
|aA8|-262||02 104 ApeaJ A||eUonIpUOD
10 Apead ale oym SIUSPNIS

asuelap [Ny[jIM J0U \mmmc.oto
snolias 03 pPajiwi| aie yeyl suols|ndxg

2oUBYEP [NJ||IM 10U ‘SBSUSYC
snoLas 0} Palllll] aJe Jey) suoisuadsng

jooyos
41941 01 P1DBUUOD |38) OYM SIUSpNIS

Jayoesl peayllenb Alybly e Ag jybney
ale Jey) sasse|> asuaIos [ooyss YBIH

wieaBboud
|00YD5.181J8 pPapPUN}-81R]S @ 0] 5538208
aARY puUR BWIODUI MO| Bl oYM SIUSpNIS

yiew ui spiepuels
912315 PaI9OX3 J0 128W oYm Ssispesh Yz

‘LL



VN

YN

VN

N

B0

VN

VN

VN

VN

%79

VN

VN

%6  %S8

WLl Yol

%56  %Vv6

%6 %001

VN VN
VN VN
VN VN
VN VN

%L %LS

VN VN

%58

%0L

%26

%68

SIYM

VN

VN

VN

VN

%LL

VN

VN

%88

%S9

%88

%06

oune

VN

VN

VN

VN

%L

VN

VN

%26 1
%069 1
%88 2
%06 ¥

zl0¢ sbueyd 102

%lL <Z=
w '
w4 E
w4 m
N s,_m

A2 A 66%

%68 ¥

(]
)

Gl

LZ

quey
¥10Z

VN

Lc

G4

2€

Jeah 1se|
2yl Ul LUEXS |eDIpaWl B pey aaey oym
WI91SAS alej[am PIIYs ayi ul usipiud

sBuI1es i-Ajludey ul pede|d ade oym
Wa1sAs alegam PlIYD 8Y3 Ul SIUSISB|opY

juswase|d eyl Ul A}ljigels aaey oym
WaISAS BIBJ[BM PIIYD 841 Ul usip|iyd

asnge 1o 108|BauU BulIndal aousladxa
10U Op Oym ‘¢-0 sabe ‘Uaip|Iy> BUNoOA

ONIFE-TIZM
SIWONODT 3 3uV4T3aM dTIHD

uolssaidap
10J >{SU Je JoU 24. OYM 5]UBDSB|OPY

123U92 yjjeay e aAey 1ey) S|ooyos

JaWIWIns
ay) BULINp S[@aul @dlid pednpa. Jo @84
188 pUB SUWIOOUI MO| 218 OYM SIUSPMS

leaAk |[ooyos ay3
Buunp sisepieald @o1d pednpPed J0 534
183 PUE BUWODUI MO| 3B OYM SIUSPNIS

auoz
WBIBM AU3jesy B ul ale oym U4p|iyd

ueld usweBRUBL BUIYISR UR USAIB
uaag sABY oym USIP[IY2 21IBWILYISY

Jes Ak se| ayy
ur 1s13Uap B palIsiA @AY oYM UsIpfiyD

M

‘S



VN

VN

VN

%86

VN

VN

«BZ0  %LB  %V6
VN VN VN

%l6  %L6 %8

%6

VN

%06

¥

VN

T

w

+S3LON

g pafoldwa
1€ 10 [00YDS PUSIIR OUM UINOA  “/

e AjloA0d POI1RIIUBDUOD JO SSINUUNWILIOD
Ul BUIAIl J0U 8l Oym Ualp|iyDd o

) sieaf

9¢ 984y} ulylm Aousuewsd 0] 31xo oym

Wa3sAS 24B4[3M PIIYD BYL Ul UBIP|IYD &



