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TERMINOLOGY

Missing child is a minor (under 18) whose whereabouts are unknown to their parent, legal 
guardian, or other person with parental rights over the child. 911 should be called immediately 
and a missing child report filed.

Child sex trafficking, also known as CSEC, the commercial sexual exploitation of children, refers 
to commercial sex acts involving youth and children under the age of 18. Unlike with adults, there 
is no need for force, fraud or coercion to be involved for the child to be considered a trafficking 
victim. 

Commercial sex acts includes prostitution, pornography and sexual performance done in 
exchange for any item of value, such as money, drugs shelter, food or clothes.



THE PROBLEM

Hundreds of thousands of children are reported missing every 
year in the United States and millions more are exploited 

online. It’s happening in plain sight, infiltrating every county 
and every zip code, from the wealthy to the poor.

Not enough is being done to find and protect these vulnerable 
children. Those who are recovered often lack the support they 

need to fully heal and thrive.



CA HAS AN ‘F’ FOR ITS ABILITY TO IDENTIFY & RESPOND TO MINOR VICTIMS

https://reportcards.sharedhope.org/year2023/california/


PREVALENCE DATA*

% of missing child cases 
related to online sex 

advertisements. 

75%

DOJ estimate of # of runaways in 
2019 (at least 1 in 6 believed to 

be victims of trafficking).

2.2M
% of teens in DC who admitted 

in a three-year anonymous 
study that they had exchanged 
sexual favors for cash, drugs or 
other items of economic value

7.4%
Studies show at least one-
third of victims to be male 
youth. Boy victims are much 
more difficult to identify.

33%

8636
# of missing children 

reported in the nine Bay 
Area counties in 2023.

<5%
Of trafficking cases related to a 

kidnapping or abduction
Trafficked while living at home

35%

*Hidden crimes like trafficking are difficult to measure and prevalence studies are few and far between. The numbers above should be taken as directional and not exact.
Sources: NCMEC 2019; World Population Review 2021; Thorn Survivor Insights 2018.; National Human Trafficking Hotline, worldwithoutexploitation.org: “Get the Facts.: What we know about sex trafficking, prostitution, 
and sexual exploitation in the U.S.” by Jody Raphael and Katie Feifer, September 2019. A Six-Year Analysis of Sex Trafficking of Minors: Characteristics and Sex Trafficking Patterns. Journal of Human Behavior in the 
Social Environment 29, 608-629. Polaris Study 2019; Shared Hope DC Study, CA DOJ Missing Child Stats

Trafficked by a friend or 
boyfriend

29% 51%
Of trafficking victims 

believed to be in middle 
and elementary school



MISSING & EXPLOITED CHILDREN IS A COMMUNITY PROBLEM
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VISION

WHO WE ARE: VISION, PURPOSE & MISSION

INVESTIGATIONS COMPREHENSIVE
CARE

PREVENTION

ADDRESS GAPS IN THE SYSTEM THAT MAKE YOUTH VULNERABLE TO 
EXPLOITATION

KEEP YOUTH SAFE 
FROM PREDATORS 

That every child is free 
to be a child.

MISSION
To keep kids safe from sexual 
predators in the Bay Area & 
Beyond

PURPOSE Identify and help find missing and exploited youth, get them the help
they need and support the elimination of child exploitation.



HOW WE STARTED

GROWBUILDNEED

Build Team, recruit investigators

Develop County Champion and 
Aftercare models

(132 cases, approx. 4 cases/month)

Grow County Champion Volunteer 
model

Build cyber intel capabilities

Expand beyond Bay Area

2021-2023 2024 +

2017 - Established 501(c)(3) 

Testing model

Volunteer-based 

(30 cases)

2017-2020



2023 IN NUMBERS 
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We accept cases where we can add the 
greatest value*

Operational focus remains in the Bay Area Average age is 15 years old

Boys are also at risk Exploiters do not discriminate Most significant gap we see is for the search, 
recovery and support of non-system youth.
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Case Intake

Referrals Accepted
* i.e. family in need; suspicious activity; non-system; law 
enforcement welcomes support. 

Bay Area

Greater 
Bay Area

Other 

Nevada

Kids <=16 
Years

80%

Non-System 
Kids

~80%



COUNTY CHAMPIONS DRIVE WHERE WE INVEST RESOURCES

Local Need & 
Capacity

Local 
Philanthropists

County 
Champion



HOW CAN WE SUPPORT YOU?

We exist to support You ~ law enforcement, parents and caregivers, social workers, 
educators and concerned community members

Have a case you’d like us to look into?
Please visit our website ~ findingkids.org and complete our case intake form

We can provide dedicated private investigator resources, family/youth support and guidance,
and training.



THANK YOU !
findingkids.org

Contact: 
info@findingkids.org
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